1*4       PRE-ARYAN AND PRE-DRAVIDIAN
Conclusions of our work. These pairs of ethnics, identical
in form, differentiated only by their initial, apply to
regions placed by couples in close juxtaposition. The
process of differentiation by an initial preformative is
foreign to the two groups of languages, Aryan and
Dravidian, which have created the civilisation of historic
India. It is characteristic of a family of languages,
which is even to-day spread over a vast domain, from
the Himalayas to the Island of Palks, and which still
maintain themselves in the hills in the interior of India.
The later representatives of this ancient race are the
unconscious inheritors of a civilisation which had its
greatness. It had created in India veritable political units
of a considerable extent, so strongly linked with the real
life of the country that they have continued to exist
across the millenniums up to. our days. The parallel
existence of these twin ethnics, as it were, sometimes they
are triplets, throws a curious light on the political and
social constitution of this civilisation. Mr. James Hornell,
in a brilliant essay on the origin and the ethnological
signification of the Indian boats (Memoirs of the Asiatic
Society of Bengal, Vol. VII,' n° 3, 1920) has been led
by his researches of a technical character to conclusions
which he had to accept he says, though he was not
prepared for them, and these conclusions are not without
analogy with ours. He admits a strong Polynesian
influence on the Pre-Dravidian population of the Southern
coast of India: a wave of Malayan immigration must
have arrived later, after the entrance of the Dravidians
on the scene, and it was they who brought from the
Malaya Archipelago the cultivation of the cocoa-tree.
I still recall, as a sort of excuse for my boldness, that
the erudite and inventive A. Weber was not afraid to

